IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant : William Girzone Art Unit : 2882 

Serial No. : 09/770,003 Examiner : George Y. Wang 

Filed : 1/25/2001 Docket No.: 6441/64322 

Title : GAS BLOCKING DEVICE FOR OPTICAL FIBER REPEATER 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1,97 and 1,98 

Dear Sir: 

CONTENT OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - 37 CFR L98 
Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a), this Information Disclosure Statement includes PTO Form 
1449 listing all patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for 
consideration by the Office and a copy of each patent, publication, application, or other 
information. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance of Documents Not in English 
Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3)(i), applicant concisely explains the relevance of the 

following documents, which are not in the English language: 

According to the International Search Report, enclosed herewith, FR 2546308 is of 

particular relevance to claims 1 and 3. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 


I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 

first class mail with sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, v^V^ 

Washington, DC. 20231. || . 

Date of Deposit Signature ^V^* \& 


(Type or Print Name of Person Signing Certificate) o° OvJ ^ 


SERIAL NO.: 09/770,003 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: GIRZONE 2 


FILING OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - 37 CFR 1.97 

Filed Under 37 CFR 1.97(b) 
[ ] Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of the above identified application, within three months of the 
entry of the national stage of the above identified application, or before the mailing date of the 
first office action on the merits. Accordingly, applicant(s) submits that no fee or certification is 
required. 

Filed Under 37 CFR 1.97(c) 
[x] Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after 

the period specified in 37 CFR 1.97(b) and before the mailing date of any of a final action, a 
notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 
Accordingly, applicant(s) submits either a Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e) or the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(p), as indicated below. 

Filed Under 37 CFR 1.97(d) 
[ ] Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the 
period specified under 37 CFR 1.97(c) and on or before payment of the issue fee. Accordingly, 
applicant(s) submits both a Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e) and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.1 7(p), as indicated below. 
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SERIAL NO.: 09/770,003 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: GIR20NE 2 


STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1 .97(e) 
(check one) 

[x] The undersigned submits that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

[] The undersigned submits that no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

FEE SET FORTH IN 37 CFR 1 .17(p) 
[ ] Please charge deposit account number 50-0309 (Reference Number Girzone 2), in the 

amount of $180.00 to coyer the information disclosure statement fee under 37 CFR §1.17(p). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0309 
(Reference Number Girzone 2). 
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SERIAL NO.: 09/770,003 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: GIRZONE 2 


KeviiiJ. Carroll, Reg. No. 36>384 


DEVINE, MILLIMET & BRANCH, 
P.A. 

111 Amherst Street 
P.O. Box 719 
Manchester, NH 03105 

Telephone: (603) 669-1000 
Facsimile: (603) 669-8547 


Date: \6-l<i-6%^ 
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